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	To:
	Cabinet

	Date:
	19 March 2025

	Report of:
	Director of Law, Governance and Strategy (Monitoring Officer)

	Title of Report: 
	Addresses and Questions by Members of the Public


Introduction
Addresses made by members of the public to Cabinet, registered by the deadline in the Constitution, are below. Any written responses available are also below. 
The text reproduces that sent in the speakers and represents the views of the speakers. This is not to be taken as statements by or on behalf of the Council.
This report will be republished after the Cabinet meeting as part of the minutes pack. This will list the full text of speeches delivered as submitted, summaries of speeches delivered which differ significantly from those submitted, and any further responses.
Addresses and Questions
1.	Address from Councillor Ginette Camps-Walsh, Chairman of Beckly and Stowood Parish Council – Agenda Item 8: Local Government Reorganisation - Interim response to Government
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[bookmark: _Hlk146706628][bookmark: _Toc193108631]Address from Councillor Ginette Camps-Walsh, Chairman of Beckly and Stowood Parish Council – Agenda Item 8: Local Government Reorganisation - Interim response to Government
In the Leader’s letter to the Minister regarding local Government devolution she said 

“One option we will want to consider is the creation of a city-based unitary on expanded geography that will enable us to meet our unique potential, while enabling viable neighbouring unitaries to our north and south. We have ambitions for growth that go significantly beyond that in any existing or draft local plan in Oxfordshire, and which could give Oxford as a place the ability to meet all its own future housing need.”
 
Questions
1. Has the Leader and cabinet seen our letter sent to the Minister and copied to her from neighbouring parishes and communities, attached, opposing this Plan?  What consideration, if any, had the cabinet given to the acceptability to neighbouring rural parishes of this annexation with plans that would be likely to destroy their communities and individual identity of their villages and build on the countryside?
1. The letter does not appear to have considered the targets set out for unitary authorities in the Minister’s letters namely a population of 500,000 + and using current district boundaries as the building blocks.  Oxford has a population of 165,200 and Oxfordshire 750,2001.  If Oxford City annexed sufficient surrounding parishes to reach a population of 500,000, it would leave an unviable rural unitary authority, with half the necessary population, in a crescent to the north, west and south of the city.  Also, Oxford City would be outvoted by the annexed rural parishes.  Wouldn’t a county wide unitary authority be the sensible option?   The population numbers and boundaries are compliant with the Minister’s guidance and there are also shared services already supplied by the county, which isn’t the case with the Oxford Plan.
1. In the recent Resident’s Panel questionnaire on this, the questions were extremely biased in favour of the City Council’s proposal.  What is the point of very biased questions trying to provoke the answers the Council wants when they will have little validity or credibility?
Reasonably unbiased questions would look something like this -
The Minister is looking for the size of new unitary authorities to have a population of 500,000 or more.
Do you think this is - about right?, too big?, too small?
 
The Minister has advised that new unitary authorities should be based on the boundaries of current district councils and should have a population of 500,000 or more. Current Populations- Oxfordshire : 750,200, Cherwell: 166,300, Oxford: 165,200, South Oxfordshire: 153,400, Vale of White Horse: 146,000, West Oxfordshire: 119,300 What do you think a new unitary authority including the City of Oxford should look like?
A county wide council including the whole of Oxfordshire?
A council based on the City of Oxford expanded to include other district councils?
If a council based on Oxford which other districts would join with Oxford? Cherwell?, SODC?, Vale of the White Horse?
 
Beehive Oxford CC question – 
How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Councils should not be too large, so they better meet the needs of local residents:
A single council covering the greater Oxford area would best meet the needs of residents:
A single council covering the whole of Oxfordshire would best meet the needs of residents
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